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his principles—Cato lending his wife to a friend— he throws logic to the winds, and says : ' In our marriages the sanctity of the sacrament is of greater moment than the fruitfulness of the womb.' But of the human holiness and beauty of marriage, of the sacrament of sexual love, this leader of men and light of many ages has no conception.
Three other works complete his theory of the foundation of family life. About the year 414 he wrote a book On the Blessedness of Widowhood. He was as strongly opposed as Jerome to the idea of remarrying. He exhorted widows to take a vow of continence, and declared that a breach of this vow by remarrying was worse than adultery. The practical conclusion that would be drawn from this principle in that age of widows is obvious enough. Here, also, he completes his patriarchal theory, contending that fthe holy women who lived under the Law ' married out of obedience, not lust. His unfortunate ideas are further 'developed in the work On Adulterous Marriages, which he published about 410. The marriages he has in mind are chiefly the unions of divorced people, which he naturally denounces. But he incidentally enunciates a theory which is largely